
236 HARPER’S BAZAAR APRIL 2007

TravelTravelBAZAAR LIFE

Eco Chic.Eco Chic. From the deserts 
of Dubai to the beaches of the 
Seychelles, these luxurious, eco-
friendly retreats are committed 
to the environment without 
sacrificing style. By Terena Thyne

Being green has never been 
so appealing. Beauty. Fashion. 
And now travel. Eco resorts —
environmentally-conscious hotels 
— are hot. Even Leonardo is 

opening such a resort in Belize. 
Staying in one no longer means roughing it. 

Instead, luxury eco resorts are  environmentally-
friendly without sacrificing guests’ comfort.

“Going Green” has been a concept that 
Amanresorts has upheld since its inception 20 
years ago, embracing the natural surroundings, 
preserving trees, plants and ecosystems. 

Meanwhile, Banyan Tree Hotels & Resorts 
uses alternative sources of energy and recycles 
water. In the Maldives, it chose to conserve the 
coral reefs even though that made constructing 
its resort more difficult and costly — building 
materials were shipped on small boats to avoid 
hurting the marine life in the shallow waters.

For Six Senses Resorts & Spas, its efforts 
have won it the TTG Travel Award for being the 
most environmentally-friendly travel company 
in 2005. 

Here, we round up the latest resorts. 

KUMARAKOM LAKE RESORT,KUMARAKOM LAKE RESORT, India India
What & where? The resort is nestled in the tropical backwaters of Kumarakom, in India’s state 
of Kerala. The five-star deluxe heritage resort, sitting on the banks of Vembanad Lake, is spread 
over 101 sq km of lush tropical landscape. 
Ideal for…  Dedicated spa-goers and well-heeled tourists visiting India.
Why eco? The resort uses biodegradable products, leans on solar energy for heating water, and 
recycles waste water. It also uses highly efficient machinery to cut energy consumption. 
Why luxe? Offering lake or pool views, the 52 wood-carved aristocratic cottages come with 
outdoor showers and bathtubs, as well as outdoor terraces. The Kumarakom’s Ayurmana Spa 
is world-renowned and many guests come for 14- to 28-day treatments.
Price From $300 a night for a lake villa; from $1,300 a night for the presidential suite. 
Worldwide reservations www.klresort.com

FREGATE ISLAND FREGATE ISLAND 
PRIVATE, PRIVATE, 
The SeychellesThe Seychelles
What & where? About 1,600km east of the 
Kenyan coast, Fregate — a private island in 
the Indian Ocean — is the Seychelles’ most 
exclusive resort. It boasts indigo waters, 
tropical forests filled with frangipanis and 
exotic birds, and hidden coves of powder 
white sand. Granite boulders rise from the 
turquoise waters and coconut trees stretch 
to the blue skies.
Ideal for… Those who desire utter privacy 
and perfect beaches. It’s the haunt for the 
privileged, celebrities and supermodels.
Why eco? Fregate is home to critically 
endangered birds and giant tortoises. The 
resort doesn’t use pesticides and produces 
most of its own vegetables; its toiletries are 
brewed from locally grown produce.
Why luxe? You get two adjoining villas 
with panoramic views of the blue ocean, 
an outdoor shower, as well as a sunken 
bathtub and a Jacuzzi on your terrace.
Price $4,365 a night (minimum three 
nights’ stay), includes full board and non-
alcoholic drinks.
Worldwide reservations E-mail 
reservations@fregate.com

Staying at one of Fregate 
Island Private’s 16 villas, 
you are more likely see giant 
tortoises than people.

Dine at the Kumarakom Lake Resort’s 200-year-
old Ettukkettu restaurant before embarking on a 
cruise in a traditional househoat.
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